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the regency, expressing the earnest intention of abstaining in the future from
politics. I, the Empress Dowager, living within the palace, am ignorant of
the state of affairs. ... I must enquire into the circumstances and find a
remedy. The Regent is honest, though ambitious and unskilled in politics.
Being misled, he has harmed the people, and therefore his resignation is
accepted. ... I will lead the Emperor to conduct audiences."103
There was still a considerable army of well-equipped and trained
soldiers at the disposal of the Manchus and the Empress EJowager
called upon Yuan Shih-kai to save the dynasty. The Manchus were
willing to concede almost anything and gave Yuan a free hand.
Yuan was an ambitious man, cool, far-seeing, an adept at making
use of other men and skilful in compromise. He knew the Manchu
dynasty was doomed and his main concern was to see a peaceful
outcome of this revolutionary fervour with himself in a commanding
position. For years Yuan had been associated with movements for
the reform of the army and the civil service. In theory he supported
the progressives and good men like Dr. Timothy Richard believed
Yuan might save China from disruption. Indeed, if Yuan Shih-kai
had been as selfless as Sun Yat-sen, and imbued with even a small
fraction of Sun's ardour for social reform, he could have saved
China from the coming years of misery. Instead Yuan turned his
great ability to dividing the revolutionists so that he might rule them.
In comparison with previous disturbances in China and consider-
ing the vast numbers of people concerned there was little blood shed
in the revolution. In the heat of the revolution many Manchus were
slain, but tiie Chinese are a tolerant people and very soon a policy
was proclaimed officially giving equal treatment for all, including
Manchus. The new republican flag, in which each of the five colours
represented a "race" of Chinese, included a colour for the Manchus,
Apart from the fact of misrule by the Manchu leaders the contention
of Sun Yat-sen had been always that five million Manchus had no
right to dominate the four hundred million other Chinese, He never
objected to their inclusion in the republic and once the dynasty was
overthrown they were allowed equality in the state.
While Sun was undoubtedly ri^it in delaying his return to China
white he visited London, his absence at this critical period revealed
how much the whole movement depended on its leader. A professor
of Harvard University, who wrote an important book on the Chinese
revolution, declares that if Ytian had secured the loan which Sun
'went to London to stop, "there would have been no republic".104
' characteristic humility Sun assured Ellis Barker "now my